
Compare and Contrast Essay Outline 
What is being compared?  Are you going to compare point by point or subject 1 then subject 2? 
 

Introduction ● Hook: State something unknown, clear up a misunderstanding, and show that one thing is 
superior to another.  

● Summarize the Topics: Give them some background information on the subjects 
● Thesis Statement: 3 topics you are going to compare 

 
 

1st Paragraph 
of Body  

Support of Thesis  
● Topic sentence: Introduces the first similarity or difference 
● Examples: From both text that show the similarity or difference 
● Explanation: Make the comparison clear 
● Concluding sentence: Restates the idea discussed 

2nd 
Paragraph of 
Body  

Support of Thesis 
● Topic sentence: Introduces the second similarity or difference 
● Examples: From both text that show the similarity or difference 
● Explanation: Make the comparison clear 
● Concluding sentence: Restates the idea discussed 

3rd 
Paragraph of 
Body  

Support of Thesis 
● Topic sentence: Introduces the third similarity or difference 
● Examples: From both text that show the similarity or difference 
● Explanation: Make the comparison clear 
● Concluding sentence: Restates the idea discussed 

 

Conclusion Restatement of the thesis (in different words) or review of key points 
● Leave the reader with a strong image or impression of the topic 
● How the subject relates to anyone 
● Reader call to action (how do you want someone to support your argument)  
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